
IDENTITY FRAUD INSTITUTE

2017-2018 WORKSHOPS

October
Reducing the Risk of Identity Theft, 
Because Prevention is Impossible   
October 24, 2017,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Identity theft can affect anyone at any time. No one is 
immune from becoming a victim. However, there are 
steps you can take to reduce or eliminate certain types 
of identity theft. In this one-hour session, you will learn 
about available steps to take and how to implement 
them. Do you know the difference between a fraud alert 
and a freeze? If the answer is no, then it is crucial you 
attend this workshop. Don’t wait until you have become 
a victim. If you were already a victim, these steps can 
help to reduce your risk of becoming a victim again in 
the future. Take action today.

November
Safety Tips for Holiday Shopping   
November 14, 2017,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
While you are out holiday shopping, scammers are 
planning ways to steal your money or your information. 
There are risks both online and offline. Learn about 
common holiday shopping scams before you become 
the next victim. Your wallet will thank you. 

Protecting Your Privacy When Disposing 
of Old Devices   
November 28, 2017,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
New devices are a common gift during the holidays, 
but what should you do with your old devices? Many 
will donate or sell them online, while others may throw 
them away. All of these could put your privacy at risk. 
Learn how to remove your sensitive information prior to 
disposing of that old device. If you think reformatting 
will do the trick, think again. There are many websites 
giving advice on removing sensitive information, but do 
you know which methods really work? In this workshop, 
you will examine the data destruction methods as well 
as resources to confirm that the information has been 
removed. The information presented will be simple and 
easy to understand. You do not have to be a tech expert 
to benefit from this workshop. 

January 2018 
Current Trends: Identity Theft, Fraud, 
Scams and Privacy Threats  
January 9, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Threats to your privacy and financial well-being are constantly 
evolving. If you do not keep up with these trends, you could 
become the next victim. In this workshop, you will learn about 
the latest trends on identity theft, fraud schemes and scams. 
Start the year off by arming yourself with knowledge. 

Medical Identity Theft   
January 23, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Medical identity theft is the deadliest form of identity theft. 
It is also one of the most difficult types of identity theft to 
detect or recover from. In this one-hour session, you will 
learn how to recognize common warning signs as well 
as steps to take to restore your identity. Your health may 
depend on it. 

February
Privacy Settings for iPhones   
Thursday, February 8, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
If you use a mobile phone or tablet, you could be putting 
your privacy at risk. Did you know that your location could 
be tracked? Did you know that enabling or disabling one 
simple setting could protect you from hackers? In this 
workshop, you will learn about privacy settings as well as 
how to use them. 

Social Media Do’s & Don’ts     
February 13, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Social media can be a great way to stay in touch with 
friends and family, but it also comes with risks. In this 
workshop, you will learn how to utilize social media privacy 
settings, how to identify threats and what information should 
and should not be posted online. 

How to Identify a Scam   
Thursday, February 15, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Think you are too smart to fall for a scam? Scammers have 
become very sophisticated in their methods and the tools 
they use. In this one hour workshop, you will learn how 
to recognize the common warning signs of a scam. You 
will also learn to think like a scammer. By thinking like a 
scammer, you will be able to view situations from a different 
perspective, enhancing your ability to detect and deter 
scams. 



The Risks of Using the Cloud     
February 20, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
What is the cloud? Where is the cloud? If you are unable 
to answer these questions, then this workshop is for 
you. In this workshop, you will learn about the risk and 
rewards of using cloud-based services so you can make 
an informed decision. Your privacy depends on it. 

Online Search Tips     
February 27, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Searching the internet can provide a wealth of 
information, but it could also end up costing you your 
privacy or more. In this workshop, you will learn how to 
use the internet to combat fraud, tools to help to refine 
your search and tips to identify potentially dangerous 
websites in the search results. This is a great workshop 
for anyone who is timid about using the internet as well 
as more advanced internet users. 

March 2018 
Public Records and Identity 
Theft    
March 13, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  
The state of Florida has very open public 
record laws. While this may be a benefit for 
transparency in government, it could pose 
a risk to your privacy. In this workshop, 
you will learn which records in Florida are 
public, where to find them and how they 
could be used against you. By knowing what 
information is available to anyone online, you 
will be better prepared when faced with a 
scammer.  

Tax-Related Scams    
March 27, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Tax-related scams are a huge money-maker for 
scammers. It is estimated that the IRS imposter 
telephone scam alone generates approximately 
$100,000 per day. This is a huge motivator for 
scammers. In this workshop, you will learn about tax 
related scams and steps to take to protect you from 
becoming the next victim. 

April 2018 
Protect Yourself from Account Takeover     
April 10, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Did you know you have a greater risk of becoming a 
victim of identity theft by avoiding the internet? Nearly 

every organization offers the ability to monitor your accounts 
online. If you are not setting up your online accounts, 
you are leaving it open for a criminal to set them up on 
your behalf. This is known as account takeover. Basically 
the criminal has taken over your account online.  In this 
workshop, you will learn about account takeover and 
steps to take to reduce your risk both online and offline. 
Regardless of if you choose to use online or not, you will still 
benefit from this workshop. 

Protecting Your Privacy     
April 24, 2018,  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Privacy threats are everywhere. Threats are online as well as 
offline. Some you can avoid, while others you cannot avoid. 
In this workshop, learn about the current threats to your 
privacy and the steps to take to mitigate them. 

All IFI workshops will be held on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month unless otherwise noted. All 
workshops will be held at the Hodges University Naples 
campus located at 2647 Professional Way, Naples, FL 
34119. Room number will be provided at the Stock 
Building front desk.

Workshop fee: $25 per person / $20 per person for 
students, CLL members and members of IFI partner 
organizations.

To register visit https://www.hodges.edu/identity/events.aspx 
Advanced registration is required for all workshops. 

For additional information, contact  
Carrie Kerskie, director, Identity Fraud Institute
ckerskie@hodges.edu

https://www.hodges.edu/identity/events.aspx 

